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TIGATIVE ARY 


On November 27,1998, Lieutenant Willa Glover, Sergeant Donnie Mauldin, and Sergeant Ruth 
Nelson, of the Interna! Affairs Bureau, responded to the East Los Angeles Station area regarding a 
deputy involved shooting. 


The summary of that incident is based on interviews with the personnel involved, witnesses, 
suspects, and reports under file #698-15771-0278-038. 


1 ` THE INCIDENT 


Shortly after a broadcast description of a carjacked vehicle, Deputies Castro and Garza, ELA PM 
Unit 21, located the car. It was occupied by six male Hispanics. A short pursuit ensued, during 
which a gun was thrown from the vehicle. At the terminus of the pursuit, five of the six occupants 
quickly exited the vehicle, one of whom appeared to be armed with a handgun. He raised the gun 
in the direction of the officers, who were exiting their patrol car which had stopped approximately 
15 feet to the rear of the suspect vehicle. Deputy Garza alerted his partner to the danger, and fearing 
for their safety, fired one round at the suspect. As the suspect started to flee westbound down an 
alley, he turned and again raised his weapon at the deputies. At that time, Deputy Castro, fearing 
for his life, fired one round at the suspect. Neither the suspects nor the deputies suffered injury as 
a result of the shooting. Five suspects were arrested during the ensuing containment. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 
Deputy Mario Castro Т4 
Deputy Manuel Garza 
BACKGROUND OF SUSPECTS 


Jose Ramon Lerma Booking #5876307 MH/06-25-80 


Suspect Lerma is a member of the “Marianna Maravilla” gang. Sa 


Н н 


ый a member of ће “Juarez Maravilla” ae Ao ey 
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as мн 
Subject is a member of the “Juarez Maravilla” gang. Po 


Sul an s а member of the “Fraser Maravilla” gang. DE 


M 


N Eas 
Subject [is a member of the “Marianna Maravilla” gang. IE ae 


ТАВ NOTE: ШЕИ 1 ШШШ was also arrested 
within the containment. He was released 849(B)(1) pending further investigation. At 
the time of this report, there is still one outstanding suspect. 


SUMMARY 


On November 27, 1998, at approximately 2010 hours, a 1985, grey Chevrolet Celebrity (CA 

was carjacked at the intersection of Eastern Avenue and Triggs Street in East Los 
Angeles. Deputies VanLecuwen and Ladjevic, ELA Unit 22, were dispatched at 2022 hours to 
handle the call. The victim of the carjacking stated her vehicle was taken by three male Hispanics, 
who implied they had a weapon. As they sped away in her vehicle, a “chase vehicle” containing 
three more male Hispanics followed. A crime broadcast was initiated at 2030 hours by Deputy 
VanLeeuwen. 


Approximately five minutes after the broadcast, Deputies Garza and Castro, ELA Unit 21, 
announced they were Code 9 on the stolen vehicle and requested back-up, including Aero Bureau. 
They followed the vehicle for about 90 seconds. When the suspects attempted to elude the following 
deputies by failing to stop for traffic control devices, a pursuit was initiated. At the time the pursuit 
was begun, one back-up unit had arrived. 


The pursuit followed a circuitous route through the East Los Angeles area. At one point, the driver 
of the suspect vehicle, Suspect Lerma, threw a handgun from the car. This weapon was recovered 
by Deputies VanLeeuwen and Ladjevic. The pursuit terminated at southbound Woods Avenue at 
Telegraph Road. That intersection is closed and barricaded. When the vehicle came to a stop, 
suspects exited all four doors of the stolen car. Deputies Garza and Castro stopped their vehicle 
approximately 15 feet to the rear, and offset to the left, of the suspect vehicle. Suspect Lerma got 
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out of the right, rear passenger door and pointed a dark, semi-automatic handgun in the direction of 
the deputies who were exiting their car. 


Deputy Garza, the bookman, yelled “Gun, gun” to alert his partner to the danger. Then, believing 
he may be shot at, and fearing for his life, Deputy Garza fired one round at Suspect Lerma, The 
round missed the suspect and embedded itself in the trunk of the suspect vehicle. Deputy Garza had 
just gotten out of the patrol car, and fired the round while adjacent to the car’s passenger door. 


Suspect Lerma fled westbound down the east/west alley north of Telegraph Road with two other 
suspects. As Deputy Castro reached the front of the patrol car, intending to keep a visual on the 
fleeing suspects, Suspect Lerma stopped, and turned in the deputies’ direction. He again raised what 
Deputy Castro believed to be a dark handgun. Fearing for the safety of both himself and his partner, 
Deputy Castro fired one round toward Suspect Lerma, missing him. АП three suspects ran 
westbound down the alley. 


IAB NOTE: One expended 9MM casing was recovered along the west curbline by 
the right, front fender of the patrol vehicle. A second casing was recovered on the 
east side of Woods Avenue, forward of the patrol vehicle. 


Deputy Birtness ш ELA Unit 20N2, was the second unit in the pursuit and arrived in time 
to hear Deputy Garza yell “gun” and see Deputy Castro fire one round at the suspects running down 
the alley. He quickly took a position at the mouth of the alley, and then kept a visual on the suspects 
as they ran. He stated he also saw a handgun in Suspect Lerma’s right hand. Additionally, when the 
suspect jumped over a fence, he heard the sound of metal on metal. 


A containment was quickly established utilizing the units in the pursuit and those responding to the 
request for assistance. The one suspect who remained in the vehicle was quickly taken into custody 
as were three other suspects who fled the scene. A fourth suspect was located with the assistance 
of Aero Bureau Unit 22 and the K-9 teams on the scene. A sixth male Hispanic, matching a suspect 
description, was also taken into custody, but was released when the following investigation indicated 
he was not involved. 


‘The victim and a witness of the original carjacking positively identified the suspects involved. All 


five suspects were charged with 215 PC. No weapon has yet been recovered from the area of the 
containment. Detective Rivera, ELA OSS, believes they will learn the identity of the sixth suspect. 
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DEPUTIES’ STATEMENTS 


Deputy Manuel Garza ЕЕН 
East Los Angeles Station 


Patrol Division/F.O.R. I 


Deputy Garza was interviewed, on tape, on November 28, 1998 at 0145 hours. The 
interview was conducted at East Los Angeles Station by Sergeant Ruth Nelson and 
Sergeant Donnie Mauldin of the Internal Affairs Bureau. Also present was Lt. Willa 
Glover of Internal Affairs, and Sgt. Edison Cook from the Training Bureau. Prior to 
going on tape, Deputy Garza was given an Admonition for Subjects form. It was 
explained to Deputy Garza that he was not a subject of any investigation and the 
interview was related to a review of the shooting. However, as he was going to be 
asked questions in regard to both the details of the shooting and the tactics used, he 
would be afforded all the rights of a subject. Deputy Garza stated he understood that. 
He signed the form, and agreed to speak to us without a representative present. 


Deputy Garza told us he was assigned to work ELA PM Unit 21, and was the bookman that evening. 
At about 2030 hours, they located a vehicle that had been involved in a carjacking. The car 
contained six, male Hispanics - two in the front seat, four in the rear - and was about one mile from 
the site of the crime when they first sighted it. They were Code 9 on the vehicle for a short time, and 
then went in pursuit. During the pursuit, the driver of the suspect vehicle threw a gun from the car. 
When the pursuit terminated on southbound Woods Avenue, at the barricades to Telegraph Road, 
all four doors of the car opened and the occupants began to exit the vehicle. A passenger seated in 
the right, rear passenger seat, exited the vehicle holding a handgun. When that suspect began to raise 
the gun in the direction of the deputies, Deputy Garza shouted “Gun!” to alert his partner to the 
danger, then - fearing for his life - fired one round at the suspect. Deputy Garza stated he was 
standing next to the passenger door of the patrol vehicle when he fired. Three of the suspects, 
including the one known to be armed - ran westbound down an adjacent alley. However, one suspect 
remained in the car and Deputy Garza now turned his attention to him. At that time, he heard what 
he believed to be two shots. Out of his peripheral vision, he saw his partner, Deputy Castro, in a 
crouched position to his left. Deputy Birtness ran past him on his right. 


Several other units arrived at that time and Deputy Garza quickly began setting up a containment. 
He noted that he had difficulty broadcasting at first, as several arriving units had left their sirens on 
as the deputies got out of their cars. To be heard on dispatch, Deputy Garza had to go to those 
vehicles and turn off the sirens. Four suspects were quickly arrested, as well as the suspect who 
remained in the vehicle. 
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Deputy Castro said he was aware of the background when he fired his weapon. There was another 
vehicle parked at the curb, in front of the suspect vehicle. No citizens were in the vicinity, and he 
was unaware of anyone else nearby who could have been a witness. When asked if he considered 
using the shotgun, Deputy Castro said there was not time to retrieve it prior to the shooting. 


Deputy Castro was wearing his Class A uniform with all required equipment. His baton was not on 
his person when he exited the vehicle, but was readily available. 


The interview was concluded at 0152 hours. 


Deputy Mario Castro ж ш 
East Los Angeles Station 
Patrol Division/F.O.R. I 


Deputy Castro was interviewed, on tape, on November 28, 1998 at 0157 hours. The 
interview was conducted at East Los Angeles Station by Sergeants Ruth Nelson and 
Donnie Mauldin of the Internal Affairs Bureau. Also present were Lieutenant Willa 
Glover of Internal Affairs, and Sergeant Edison Cook of the Training Bureau. Prior 
to going on tape, Deputy Castro was given a copy of the Admonition for Subjects 
form. He was advised that he was not the subject of any investigation, but that he 
was going to be asked questions related to the shooting and the tactics used. 
Therefore, he would be afforded all the rights of a subject. Deputy Castro stated he 
understood that, and agreed to talk to us without a representative present. 


Deputy Castro was the driver for ELA PM Unit 21. He stated they copied the broadcast regarding 
the 215 vehicle and saw the vehicle a short time later. They followed the car, confirming via the 
license plate that it was the carjacked vehicle. They were Code 9 for a short time - following as the 
driver of the suspect vehicle drove in circles in the area. When they had backup, they went in 
pursuit after the suspect driver failed to stop for traffic control devices. The driver of the car threw 
a handgun during the pursuit. 


When the vehicle stopped on southbound Woods Avenue, just north of Telegraph Road, all the doors 
flew open and suspects began jumping out and running. As he was putting the patrol car in “Park” 
and exiting the driver’s door, Deputy Castro heard his partner yell “gun.” Deputy Castro was 
drawing his weapon when he heard one shot fired. He was aware that one or more suspects stayed 
in the car, one ran toward Telegraph Road, and several were running down the alley. 


Deputy Castro moved to the front of the patrol car, and stepped “wide” (meaning to the left) so he 


could maintain a visual on the suspects running westbound in the alley. As he did so, one turned 
back toward him, holding a handgun. Believing the suspect was about to fire at him, and fearing for 
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his life, Deputy Castro fired one round in the direction of the suspect. At that time, Deputy Birtness 
entered his field of vision, and Deputy Castro held his fire. 


Deputy Garza then toid him that he would “get the car” and Deputy Castro turned his attention to 
the driver of the suspect vehicle, who had fled south toward Telegraph Road. That suspect ran right 
into an assisting unit and was apprehended. 


Deputy Castro said he was not sure who had fired the first round - whether it was his partner or the 
suspect. When he fired his round, he said his sight picture was three suspects (about 20' away), then 
an empty alley. The alley was bounded by high walls to commercial lots on the south, and fences 
to homes on the north. Deputy Castro said the suspect vehicle was offset to the right of the patrol car. 
He moved to his left and away from the patrol car as it afforded him a view of both the suspect who 
remained in the car, as well as allowing him to monitor the actions of the suspects running down the 
alley. He did not want them doubling back and coming up behind him. He also did not want to 
remain inside the patrol car, as it becomes a target for gunfire. Initially he considered using a parked 
van as cover, put soon realized it was too far away. Deputy Castro also said he did not consider 
using the shotgun because everything happened too fast. 


Deputy Castro was attired in a Class A uniform. He had all required equipment. His baton was 
readily available in the patrol car. 


The interview concluded at 0212 hours. 


IAB NOTE: Both Deputy Garza and Deputy Castro emptied their duty 
weapons in the presence of Sergeants Ruth Nelson and Donnie Mauldin of 
Internal Affairs. The deputies had stated they carried their Berettas loaded 
with 15 rounds in the magazine and one in the chamber. Following the 
shooting, each weapon contained 15 rounds (14 in the magazine and one in 
the chamber) of authorized duty ammunition. The weapons were taken to 
Scientific Services by Sergeant Mauldin for test firing, and then returned to 
the deputies. 
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WITNESS INTERVIEWS 


Deputy D. Birtness = ш ELA Unit 20N2, was the second car involved in the pursuit of the 
suspect vehicle. As he was exiting his vehicle, he heard Deputy Garza yell “gun” and heard a single 
shot. Almost immediately, Deputy Castro move to the front of the patrol car and fired one round 
in a westward direction down the alley. For additional details of Deputy Birtness’ actions and 
observations, see the supplemental report he authored under this file number. 


There were no citizen witnesses to the shooting. Sergeant Nelson of Internal Affairs interviewed the 
following residents, on tape. 


Ms жб a number of people were in the front yard of that address having a party. She and 
several others saw a car go by, pursued by several patrol vehicles. When they heard shots everyone 
ran inside the building. No one saw anything. Ms SAk [timated eight shots were fired. 


М. 8:2: he was inside his house when he heard two shots fired. He did not see anything. 
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SUSPECT’S STATEMENTS 


IAB NOTE: Due to their established rapport with the suspects (all gang members), 
OSS Detectives Rivera and Ramirez interviewed the suspects alone. The interviews 
were tape recorded and copies of the recordings will be retained at Internal Affairs. 
The interviews are synopsized below. For additional details see the supplemental 
report authored by Detective Rivera.. 


Suspect Lerma admitted to being in the suspect vehicle, seated in the rear of the vehicle next to 
Subject | He jumped out of the car at the end of the pursuit, then heard two shots. Although 
he had no sign of any injury, Suspect Lerma stated he felt what he believed was a bullet fragment 
strike his right forearm. He denied having a gun, or pointing anything at the deputies. Instead, he 
said that as he ran, he reached into his pants pocket to keep a black “beanie” from falling out. 


Subject аса he drove the hijacked vehicle. All of the suspects were “Maravilla” gang 
members, but were from three different sects of that gang. Suspect stated that prior to the 
carjacking, they were all in another stolen vehicle, a 2-door car. They had driven around a rival 
gang’s area looking for someone to shoot. When they saw a lone female in the four-door Chevy, 
they decided to take that vehicle. The 2-door car was abandoned. (This vehicle, a Mustang, was also 
recovered by ELA deputies a short distance from the site of the carjacking.) 


Subject И stated he was associated with the “Marianna Maravillas” and wanted to be 
“jumped into” that gang. The events of the evening were part of his “initiation. Не admitted to 
being in the stolen 2-door vehicle and present when the Chevy was carjacked. Subject о Q 
they had а рип in the car and were looking for rival gang members when the deputies found them. 


Subject admitted he and some of his friends stole a 2-door vehicle and were driving around 
arival gang’s area. When that car had some mechanical problems, they decided to carjack the 4- 
door Chevy. He denied there were any guns in the car, but said they threw out a couple of stolen 
stereos. 


Subject admitted to their stealing the 2-door vehicle and carjacking the Chevy when the 2- 
door car ran poorly. He denied there was a gun involved, but said that, “Even we did have a gun, 
let’s say, we wouldn’t use it.” 


IAB NOTE: Detective Rivera noted in his report - and emphasized this when 
speaking with this investigator - that while all the suspects were from the “Maravilla” 
gang, they belonged to three different sects. Based on his experience working with 
gang members, he found it extremely unlikely that gang members from three 
different cliques, looking for rival gang members, would be armed with only one 
weapon. 
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CHARGES FILED 
The following charges were filed against the suspects arrested the night of the shooting: 


Suspect Jose Lerma #5876307 
215 PC - CARJACKING 
10851 (A) СУС - DRIVING WITHOUT OWNER’S CONSENT (2 counts) 
245(D)(2) PC - ADW ON A PEACE OFFICER (2 counts) 
417.8 PC - BRANDISHING A FIREARM AT A P.O. 


Subject 
215 PC - CARJACKING 
2800,2 CVC - EVADING 
12101 (A) and (B) PC - POSSESSION OF A FIREARM 
10851 (A) CVC - DRIVING WITHOUT OWNER’S CONSENT 


Subject 
Subject| 
Subject 


The three above subjects were all charged with: 
215 PC - CARJACKING 
10851 (A) CVC - DRIVING WITHOUT OWNER’S CONSENT 
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